
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
March 1, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
March 1, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim Manager/Engineering Manager; Mark 
Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Kathy White, 
Human Resource Manager; Cathy Langlow, AP Clerk/Deputy Auditor; Kevin Tate, 
Community Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the 
Board; Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Greg Peterka, retired PUD 
Engineering Manager, Dale Ragan, Mount Vernon City Councilman, Terri Cook, Ryan 
Dales, Jim Walters, Curt Tronsdal, Mike Newman; District Employees:  including Larry 
Saunders, Jamie LeBlanc, Chris Shaff, Mike Demers, Ed Heidt, Krista Lewis, and Mike 
Benton. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for March 1, 2016: 
a. Approval of Minutes  -  Commission Meeting 02/23/16 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2664 - Voucher Nos. 5656-5704 ($315,889.80) 03/01/16 

The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report: 
• Interim Manager Sidhu reviewed the items discussed with Fred Buckenmeyer, 

City of Anacortes and Brandon Roozen, Executive Director of the Western 
Washington Agriculture Association, on February 29 regarding Skagit irrigation 
issues.  The Comprehensive Irrigation District Management Plan for the Skagit 
Delta was discussed at the meeting and all three will review the plan and agree to 
meet again in the near future.  A copy of the plan will be provided to the 
Commission.    

• Skagit County Ag Summit is this week with various agencies and stakeholders in 
attendance; Interim Manager Sidhu and Anacortes Mayor Gere will be giving 
presentations regarding agriculture.  Programs are available if the Commission 
would like them. 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported on the following: 
• District crews have mobilized to their second pipe replacement project, Ball Road 

from Ovenell Road, south.  This project will replace 1,600 lineal feet of 12-inch 
DI pipe with 12-inch HDPE.  To date the crews have replaced 2,500 lineal feet of 
pipe this year.  Last week Crews also completed setting a temporary PRV at the 
Division and Digby tank site to keep the system operable while the existing tank 
is out of service.  Next week crews will continue with pipe replacement work.  

• TriCo has commenced work and to date has installed 680 lineal feet of pipe on the 
Mann Road LUD #31 project and could complete mainline work tomorrow; 
service installations remain to be installed.  Commissioner Robertson asked about 
the archaeological survey; Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik replied that a 
bottle had been found dating back to approximately 1908 and will be set aside and 
analyzed while construction continues.    

Commissioner Littlefield asked about Operations Manager Fox; Assistant Engineering 
Manager Handzlik replied that he is having surgery and will be out approximately 5 
weeks.  Commissioner Littlefield asked Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik to fill 
in during his absence in the event the Commission has questions. 

IT Manager Chrysler reported that he is working on storage analysis for purchase and 
will meet with the new assigned Cayenta manager tomorrow to discuss progress and 
completion.  . 



Community Relations Manager Tate reported that North Star is on site this week for 
parallel testing, which is going well, and will be on site next week as well.   

Human Resource Manager White reported 
• Five Auditor interviews have been held and two final candidates have been 

selected for panel interviews next week 

• Two applicants for the WTP Operator position (level 2) were interviewed last 
week. 

• Interviews are scheduled for the Construction Worker position next week.   

• The employee survey discussed last week was sent to all employees with a goal to 
receive good honest feedback; however, it became apparent that numerous 
identical entries had been received from outside individuals and employees were 
notified that the survey was shut down as the integrity of the survey could not be 
maintained.  IT Manager Chrysler and CR Manager Tate are working on a 
restricted access version of the survey which will be sent out again.  She reported 
that employees are frustrated, as they honestly wanted to give input.  Discussion 
ensued regarding various aspects of the survey, including the vehicle, password 
error, and intent to share feedback upon completion. 

Commissioner Cook asked when there would be a budget update; Deputy Auditor 
Langlow replied she is the Deputy Auditor and was not involved in preparation of the 
budget.  Commissioner Cook asked when the Commission will see the Auditor 
applications; Interim Manager Sidhu replied that the once the panel interviews are 
conducted the Commission will be presented with a resolution recommending 
appointment. 

Under Old Business, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that proposals from three recruitment 
firms to facilitate hiring a general manager were discussed at the meeting of February 23 
and narrowed to two firms which were interviewed earlier today in a Commission work 
session.  One additional firm did not submit a proposal.  Discussion ensued regarding 
various aspects of the proposals, including costs, experience, guarantees and candidates 
placed.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the process would be for the Commission to 
authorize him to enter into a contract for said work.  Commissioner Robertson moved to 
authorize Interim Manager Sidhu to enter into a contract with Prothman as proposed and 
to move forward with Turner Services should amicable agreement not be reached with 
Prothman.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented revisions regarding bulk water 
filling stations to Sections 2.2.6; 2.6; 3.1.3 and Appendix A of the Water Policy Manual.  
Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the language in bullet 5 was provided by the 
Departments of Health and Ecology as directly related to requirements for the District’s 
water right.  Discussion ensued regarding each of the language additions and revisions.  
Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the suggested modifications will be drafted, reviewed 
by Attorney Mortimer and presented to the Commission for action at the meeting of 
March 8. 

Under Miscellaneous, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the Commission has copies of a 
Skagit Valley Herald article regarding the Pop Gunn playfield and a letter to the editor.  
Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the District has been contacted by the City of Mount 
Vernon regarding replacement of the previous signage identifying the Pop Gunn field.  
Commissioner Robertson stated that he had been approached regarding an Eagle Scout 
project to replace the sign.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the District has requested 
that the City provide a concept for the sign and the District would review it.  Capital 
Projects Coordinator Saunders added that the City is proposing a supported sign with a 
minor roof over it; however, the District has not yet seen the proposal or suggested 
location. 

Under Audience Comments, Mike Newman commented on a previous request for 
information and perceived receipt of unrelated email; read aloud an email (no names 
given) and suggestion that editorial comments in the minutes (no date given) were 
inaccurate. 



Curt Tronsdal stated that both recruitment firms sounded good, he was impressed with 
both and asked about the timelines; HR Manager White replied the estimates were for 
three months.  Discussion ensued regarding aspects of and execution of a contract for 
service.  Mr. Tronsdal also commented that he has been watching the Mann Road LUD 
Project and the great progress being made by the contractor. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson reported on the WA PUD 
Association (WPUDA) Day in Olympia last week and presented an update regarding 
water related bills before the legislature. 

Commissioner Cook reported meeting with Representative Kirk Pearson regarding the 
bills Commissioner Robertson mentioned.  Commissioner Robertson stated that 
Representative Pearson is a strong vocal advocate.  

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of March 1, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:41 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


